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RECOMMENDATIONS ON JOURNALISM EDUCATION
A comparative report based on the French, Spanish, Danish, Romanian and Swedish case.
Introduction :
The national surveys conducted in the six countries of the IJIE project illustrate how the
development of an educational system on journalism studies is deeply marked by the specific
historical events and milestones. As a matter of fact, the Second World War appears as a key
moment in journalism activities in four countries :
After the liberation by allied forces, countries like France had to completely reimagine
the training of journalists : during the German occupation, most papers collaborated with the
occupants. For the Conseil National de la Résistance (CNR), born of the different
movements that reorganized the country, the main concern was to train professionals capable
of handling a free and independent press.1
In Denmark, newspapers and radio widely reflected the policy of cooperation with the
occupying forces, and were censored throughout the war. In 1946, time was ready for using
the newly regained press freedom better than during the inter-war period and WWII, and for
realising earlier plans for establishing journalism education.
In the East, the splitting of Europe between the Allied cut off countries like Romania
behind the Iron Curtain. After the fall of the Ceaucescu regime in 1989, journalists had to
reinvent their job and the schools of journalism played a major part in teaching professional
standards and developing research activities. Due to a lack of public funding and of Romanian
staff, the professional retraining of professors was organized by some sort of modern
journalistic version of the Marshall plan, called the International Research and Exchanges
Board (IREX)2 (Romanian report, 2014, p. 4).
In the South, Franco consolidated his dictatorship over Spain until his death in 1975.
Many schools of journalism were created in the forties, just like the schools of cinema or of
tourism. The Escuela Oficial de Periodismo was created after the civil war in 1941, followed
in 1958 by the Institute of journalism, a faculty belonging to the University of Navarra,
founded under the patronage of the Opus Dei. The alliance of media and tourism under the
leadership of the Ministry of information and tourism (MIT) is not a mystery and clearly
shows Franco’s will to exploit the modernity of the tourist industry rather than open to
democracy. In that particular context, the schools’ main function was to train journalists to
echo the government policy and sell the image of Spain. The point was to produce
Jacques Guyot, Armand Mattelart & Gilles multigner, "Editorial cultures in France and Spain",
Report for the Europen Commission, Project EMEDIATE Media and Ethics of a European Public
Sphere from the treaty of Rome to the War of Terror, January 2006, 74 pages.
1

The official web site of the IREX presents the US-based non-profit organization committed to
international education in academic research, professional training and technical assistance that was
founded in 1968. It is supported by the Ford Foundation, the American Council of Learned Societies,
the Social Science Research Council, and the US Department of State and very active in former
eastern countries.
2
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practitioners who were familiar with technical skills and on-the-spot practices. However,
major changes occurred in the 1970s and above all in the early 1990s when the faculties of
journalism integrated the field of Communications Studies and renewed their curricula to
accompany the democratization of Spain. 4
In the six countries participating in the IJIE project, the number of universities is quite
various : from 45 accredited universities in the United Kingdom and 37 in Spain, to 18 in
Romania or 13 accredited schools in France5, and 6 in Sweden or 3 in Denmark. The variety
of educational systems is broad and has been already analysed as well as the models and
majors trends they claim.

Jacques Guyot, Armand Mattelart & Gilles Multigner, op. cit. Also see Ramón Salaverría & Carlos
Barrera, “The Spanish Journalism Education Landscape“ in European Journalism Education, (Ed.
Georgios Terzis, Bristol/Chicago : Intellect Books, 2009, pp. 321-330.
4
Ramón Salaverría & Carlos Barrera, op. cit. p. 321.
5 More schools do exist, but the French team chose to analyse those that were labelled by the
journalism professional bodies. (French report, 2014)
3
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I- State of the art and literature review on “integrated journalism“:
1-1.

Presentation of the selected books and journals:

Altogether, some 108 books and 253 articles related to journalism studies were
reviewed and listed in the 6 countries part of the IJIE project. [See list of articles in Annex 1]
Countries

Books and chapters

Articles in journals

Denmark

30

26

France

30

74

Romania

7

33

Spain

25

50

Sweden

2

13

United Kingdom

14

57

TOTAL

108

253

The above figures focus on the scientific literature produced by researchers. Textbooks
and references given to students are not included in the table. The analysis privileges the
articles that reflect scientific reflections on the trends or consequences of digital technologies
on journalism studies and relationship with media groups. However, we must point out that
most references given to students, whether books or articles, overlap the scientific literature.
This list does not pretend to be exhaustive but incorporates the major references in each
country. This scientific literature covers a 8-year time span, starting in 2006 : before that date,
scientific production on the subject was scarce. However, Romania could not document the
whole period of time and started later as research on new media and web journalism is
apparently a new issue. The articles published in journal were selected on the basis of key
words, like “online journalism“, “Integrated newsroom“ or “participatory journalism“.
Denmark, Spain and Sweden decided to include the articles published by national
investigators in English-speaking journals which are viewed as the only options for high-level
publishing : hence a number of references to journals like Journalism practice, Journalism
Studies, Digital Journalism or Media, Culture & Society. Romania did the same but with
other references that those four British references. Of course, this introduces a small bias in
the review of the literature, with an extension of the corpus for 4 countries. As a matter of
fact, many French scientists regularly write for these major British scientific references : this
is the case for one of the oldest specialists of news agencies like Michael Palmer (University
of Paris 3) or Franck Rebillard who investigaties on online journalism at the University of
Paris 3.
Undoubtedly, this reflects the weight of the British journals in the academic community
as researchers are aware that they are bound to publish in English for their home and
international career.
The final samples considerably differ from one country to the other and the size is
directly correlated to the situation of the academic research field, the production of high-
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quality and regular surveys and theoretical investigations depending on the following
interplaying and non-exclusive factors :
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-

The political situation. Not surprisingly, research activities require free access to
bibliographical sources and archives as well as the possibility to carry on on-theground surveys and to interview witnesses or officials. Until 1975 in Spain and 1989
in Romania, research activities were at best controlled by State authorities when not
totally censored. However, if the Romanian investigators were late in getting their
bearing in what was for them a new field to invest, Spain has been very active since
the 1970s and its scientific production reflects the dynamics of the research
activities backed up by some of the leading universities like the Complutense in
Madrid or the UAB (Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona).

-

The relationship with professional bodies or unions. In many countries, the first
training schemes were launched by journalists’ unions. Such process started as early
as the beginning of the 20th century, for instance in the United Kingdom, where
academic training in universities only appeared in the 1970s. The link between
media professionals and university staff is important to build curricula on
professional standards, but above all to accredit the universities (France and United
Kingdom). It also has a deep impact on the research agenda with a real interest from
the research community for what happens in newsrooms (Danish report, 2014, p. 4).

-

The relationship between schools and media groups. In France, the UK or Denmark,
accreditation from journalism bodies is a major factor in legitimizing the
programme of studies. It has a determining impact on the production of academic
investigation as in some countries, media groups subsidize academic research
projects.

-

The steadiness of journalism studies in the academic field. For a long time,
researchers were in a very uncomfortable situation : on the one hand, journalism
studies were looked down by humanities, on the other hand researchers were viewed
and are still sometimes viewed as intruders by the journalists. There was a clear-cut
opposition between journalists and intellectuals who would belong to two different
worlds. This situation can still be traced in the journalists’ collective unconscious :
when researchers investigate about journalism, they often face reluctance from
media professional who are not used to “being studied” according to two Spanish
Researchers.6 Some researchers also point out how important it is to take journalism
seriously.7 The old generation of journalists who became academics carried a lot of
weight to think professional and educational changes and also to facilitate
intellectual exchanges between the journalistic field and the academic world. This
change is documented in Denmark (Danish report, 2014).

Quote in Jacques Guyot, Armand Mattelart & Gilles Multigner, op. cit.
Barbie Zelizer, Taking Journalism Seriously. News and the Academy, California, Sage Publications,
2004. Nicolas Pélissier, Journalisme : avis de recherche. La production scientifique française dans
son contexte international, Bruxelles, Bruylant, 2008.
7
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-

The institutionalization of the schools of journalism within the national educational
landscape. The shift between on-the-job training to practical training of media
professionals in short-term courses to the creation of faculties of journalism dates
back to the beginning of the 20th century in France, Great Britain or Denmark8, thus
explaining the development of research centres dedicated to investigating on
teaching methods, journalistic styles, code of ethics or professional identities, job
standards. Until the mid 1970s, there was no specific academic training to become a
journalist in the U. K. Most journalists would start their career after leaving the
secondary school working for a local paper that was viewed as the ideal place to
learn all the tricks of the job. For long, the dichotomy between on-the-spot training
and formal academic education was strong and benefited to the first option.
- The dynamics of national and local media, particularly when related to the
debates on the role of journalism in emerging democracies. Countries like Great
Britain or France played a very active part in the historical development of media
like print early in the 17th century. Consequently, there is an abundant historical
literature on journalism which is echoed by some of the most famous novelists who
wrote on the figure of the journalist from Balzac to Jules Verne, or who were
themselves journalists like Charles Dickens. Therefore, this historical background
is determining factor to build and legitimize a field of research on journalism.

1-2.

Comparative analysis:

First of all, specific features appear in the review of the journals published in the United
Kingdom :
Compared to the other countries of the IJIE project, the percentage of foreign
contributors is very high (45% of the articles in journals), with monographies and
ethnographical surveys related to journalism in foreign countries or comparative studies. As
said before, it illustrates the strong attractiveness of English-speaking journals in the
academic community, reflecting the hierarchy of publishing activities.
Among foreign contributors, we can also notice that researchers from northern Europe
are well represented with some 30% of all the articles : Danish, Finnish, Norwegian and
Swedish and Dutch academics9 belong to countries that are highly acculturated to English.
This is a major advantage in the field of Journalism or social sciences studies where a good
level of literacy in English is expected.
Not surprisingly, four journals have an international scope and are rated in the academic
indexes as inescapable references. They are Journalism Practice, Journalism Studies, Media,
Culture & Society and Ethical Space. They are supported by important editors like Routledge
8

Between 1908 and 1911, short journalism courses were taught in Copenhagen by a national press
association with the support from the State budget. A couple of courses were held in the 20s and 30s.
The permanent journalism courses started in the city of Aarhus in 1946. [Danish Report, 2014, p. 2-3].
9 The review of the Danish and Swedish literature also shows that the Nordic countries have a
common journal where researchers publish called Nordicom (Nordic Information Centre for Media
and Communication Research.
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and Sage, and also distributed in the US. The following table gives the number of entries per
journal :

Title of journal

Number of entries in the selection of articles

Journalism Practice

24

Journalism Studies

12

Media, Culture & Society

11

Ethical Space

5

Even if the selection of articles in British journals could have been further investigated,
- as said before, the list is not exhaustive - the ratio between the four reviews is meaningful.
The British journals concentrate an important number of articles related to online
journalism and integrated newsroom. Here again, foreign contributors probably wish to
reserve the exclusivity of their research works to English-speaking indexed and peer-reviewed
journals that have a wider international audience and can be valuable in terms of career
prospects.
Among specificities, the Spanish case is also interesting. Two main themes are
investigated: 1- media convergence and newsroom integration, 2- innovative and current
practices in teaching journalism.
The exploration of the phenomenon of media convergence and newsroom integration is
a major concern with focuses on the polyvalence of journalists, the impact on organizational
structures in media companies and the process of professional convergence. Specific research
on newsroom started after 2005.
The second theme about teaching online or cyber-journalism is quite important with
almost half of the articles, reflecting a real concern for pedagogical approaches. This concern
is related to research works on integrated journalism that usually point out the advantages and
virtues of this technological turn. Spanish interviewees confirm this interest to promote the
training of polyvalent journalists able to simultaneously produce contents for different media.
The significant number of articles dedicated to teaching issues is noteworthy and many of
them are signed by a collective, reflecting a high sense of team work.
In France, there is nothing whatsoever on Integration. There are only 3 articles dealing
in a critical way with restructuring news desks in print papers : however, the authors privilege
the term “pluri-media” or “multi-media strategies“ rather than expressions like convergence.
Most articles focus on the journalistic identities, participatory journalism or amateur forms of
news making.
In Romania, the national journals decided to publish in English, supposedly to open to
international research and host foreign contributors. There are few articles on new media and
none on media convergence. Apparently, there would be some kind of generation gap
between the old academic staff who stick to traditional media and the younger researchers
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who are getting interested in new media. In the end, the scientific production is still low, due
to weak academic debate on digital journalism and young researchers seem closer to AngloSaxon empirical approaches than their elders. Anyhow, this specific situation may result from
different approaches of journalism studies after 1989 : on the one hand a concern to built a
history of Romanian media thanks to the access to archives, on the other hand a focus on
recent trends in digital journalism and social networks.
The Danish scientific literature covers a broad range of journalism issues that can be
summarized as follows in order of importance: content analysis, professional identities and
values, cross-mediality and multi-skilling, audience research or democratic issues. Most
articles deal with traditional newsrooms houses as opposed to new media start-ups. There are
very few texts related to the education of journalists. The variety of disciplinary approaches is
also important with sociology, ethnography or content analysis. A common point with France
is the concern for sociological approaches of professional identities and for economic models.
On the whole, Integrated Journalism or Integrated News room are not a main issue in
most national literature review, except for Spain whose research brings theoretical insights as
well ethnographic surveys on the changes taking place in media. As for the notion of
convergence, it is present in most academic works, and so are reflexions about polyvalence or
multi-skilling. However, the points of view are drastically different between investigations
that comment and promote these notions (Spain, Romania), empirical comparative case
studies (United Kindgom) and more critical works on the socio-political stakes of the Web 2.0
and the issues related to technical change affecting the identity or the reorganisation of the
profession (France, Denmark).
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II- Interviews :
The method consisting in conducting non-directive interviews with a sample of actors
often appears to be relevant and productive when investigating in social sciences. Indeed, it is
a good way to get qualitative information from privileged actors and in the case of the IJIE
project, people directly involved in journalism studies and media could bring a specialized
outlook on the major trends affecting journalism in the digital age.
II-1. Presentation of the four sample groups and of the interviewees.
Twelve 30 to 40 minute interviews per partner were conducted, recorded and
transcribed, the quotes being translated into into English for the national reports. Four sample
groups of three people were built in order to collect information from the main actors related
to the field of journalism studies : heads of schools or faculties of journalism, media
professionals teaching in schools of journalism, researchers and heads of news desks. Each
partner was in charge of interviewing 3 persons per group, i.e. 12 persons. The same
guidelines were applied to conduct the interviews (See Annex 2).
Altogether, 72 persons should have been interviewed. In the end, we collected 60
interviews. The difference is mainly due to the lack of interviews from Sweden and also to the
dismissal of Westminster University that Paris 8 team tried to compensate : 4 persons were
then interviewed instead of the 12 initially planned. However, some of the British interviews
were conducted in a more extensive way and Paris 8 dedicated more time than expected with
Colin Porlezza at London City University, or Geoffrey Davies from Westminster. These two
persons gave us thorough information on the journalism studies or job prospects in the UK.
As far as heads of newsdesks are concerned, we noticed that the final sample does not
include many people working for online media. This is a bias we had to cope with, but it can
also be explained by the fact that present journalistic landscape is mainly occupied by the
mainstream media. The 3 persons involved in online platforms in France work for national or
regional papers. In Denmark, 4 work both online and analogue, 1 for a national daily, 1 for a
regional/local daily, 1 for a newsletter/newspaper and one for the PSB. The four tables give
the names of the interviewees for each sample group :
Group 1 – Heads of department of journalism
Danmarks Medie- og Journalisthøjskole
Denmark
Henrik Berggreen
Syddansk Universitet
Denmark
Karsten Baagø
Roskilde Universitet
Denmark
Mark Ørsten
IUT de Lannion
France
Gérard Briant
Centre
de
formation
des
journalistes,
Paris
France
Julie Joly
IUT de Tours
France
Nicolas Sourisce
Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca
Romania
Elena Abrudan
Universitatea București
Romania
Viorica Păuș
University of Navarra
Spain
Ramón Salaverría
University CEU San Pablo, Madrid
Spain
José Francisco Serrano
Complutense University of Madrid
Spain
Maria del Carmen Pérez
Luleå University of Technology
Sweden
Ulrika Lindgren
London School of Economics
United Kingdom
Charlie Beckett
Cardiff University
United Kingdom
Stuart Allan
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Group 2 – Media professionals teaching in schools of journalism
Danmarks Medie- og Journalisthøjskole
Martin Vestergaard
Danmarks Medie- og Journalisthøjskole
Kristian Strøbech
Danmarks Medie- og Journalisthøjskole
Jesper Gaarskjær
Syddansk Universitet
Filip Wallberg
Roskilde Universitet
Jannie Møller Hartley
IUT de Tours
Sébastien Daycard
IUT de Lannion
Philippe Gestin
Université Paris 8
Claude Le Saulnier
Universitatea de Vest Timișoara
Lucian Ionică
Babeș-Bolyai University
Constantin Trofin
Brândușa Armanca
Babeș-Bolyai University
University Pompeu Fabra
Antoni Piqué
University Pompeu Fabra
Anna Nogué
Universitat Rovira I Virgili
Nereida Carrillo
Linnaeus University
Anette Forsberg
Nottingham Trent
Catharine Adams
Westminster University
Geoffrey Davies

Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
France
France
France
Romania
Romania
Romania
Spain
Spain
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom
United Kingdom

Group 3 – Researchers
Peter Bro
Stig Hjarvard
Aske Kammer
Erik Neveu
Nicolas Pélissier
Denis Ruellan
Mircea Toma
Ioana Avădanei
Ioana Avădanei
Concha Edo
Josep Lluís Micó
Sílvia Cobo
Ingela Wadbring
Kicki Hultin
Colin Porlezza

Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
France
France
France
Romania
Romania
Romania
Spain
Spain
Spain
Sweden
Sweden
United Kingdom

Syddansk Universitet
University of Copenhagen
Syddansk Universitet
Institut d’études politiques, Rennes
Université Nice Sophia Antipolis
IUT de Lannion
Active Watch Media Monitoring Agency
Centre for Independent Journalism
Universitatea București
Complutense University of Madrid
Ramón Llull University
Expert for online communication companies

Mid Sweden University
University of Gothenburg
City University London
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Group 4 – Heads of news desks
Kommunen.dk
Claus Theilgaard
Jydske Vestkysten and jv.dk
Jørn Broch
DR
Jacob Kwon
Ekstra Bladet and eb.dk
Mette Fleckner
Le Télégramme, TébéO et TébéS
Hubert Coudurier
Libération
Sofiane Fanen
liberation.fr
Florent Latrive
lefigaro.fr
Jérôme Bouin
lefigaro.fr
Charels-Henri Groult
TVR Cluj
Alin Gelmărean
RealitateaTV.
Mihai Moga
Barcelona Televisió
Francesc Centelles
Grup Segre
Joan Cal
El Periódico de Catalunya
Saül Gordillo

Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
France
France
France
France
France
Romania
Romania
Spain
Spain
Spain

The 60 interviews offer interesting material to make a comparative analysis as follows.
II-2. Comparative analysis:10
The term “integration“ or “integrated journalism“ finds a quite different echo among the
interviewees. If the notion sounds familiar to the British, Romanian or Spanish researchers
and teachers, other terms are privileged in the other countries. Bi-media and pluri-media are
more relevant expressions to the French when dealing with the news-desk environment;
Multi-platform and cross-platforms are used by the Danish, cross-publishing by the Swedish.
However, in all the interviews, the term “convergence“ is broadly used when talking
about the process of putting different media and content on a common technological platform.
Usually, the type of convergence people talk about has to do with mixing one traditional
media with the Web. However, most researchers do not take convergence as a brand-new
process and tackle this specific challenge in a historical perspective. Therefore journalism is
viewed as a profession that always had to deal with technique; but the process of
modernization may be very paradoxical, some journalists considering that it brings new
opportunities and others thinking it leads to bad working conditions and frustration with a
strong feeling of loss of qualification.
When talking about future journalists, teaching staff, researchers and heads of news
desks also mention the word polyvalence or multi-skilling. The notion is interesting as it
focuses on the qualifications expected to work in a news desk. All agree that polyvalence is a
major quality to adjust to a multimedia environment. However, at the same time, they are all
aware that multiskilling or total polyvalence are a pious hope and a pure utopia : nobody can
reasonably master all the different formats, media, skills, writings and contents journalists are
expected to find in a so-called “integrated news room“. The image of the multi-purpose Swiss
Army knife is often quoted to point out that this particular model of polyvalence cannot be
exported towards journalism. Besides the technical environment is changing all the time.
10

The analysis was based on the national reports produced by the IJIE partners.

13
Paradoxically, specific technical skills are never put forward as a core value to work as a
journalist. For many interviewees, whether academics or professionals, a good journalist is
someone who can get adjusted to changing technological tools, who knows the fundamentals
of the job and above all who can work in a team.
As a matter of fact, the interviewees insist on workshops, students’ projects or
internships as places where they can experiment common editorial projects. In all the schools
of journalism, multimedia production studios or workshops are an important part of practical
training (between 1/3 and 50% of the curricula) : they are considered as a place for
professional simulation and the best preparation to become a journalist. On the whole, firstyear students get acquainted with all four-media. Then, they specialized in one traditional
media usually associated with the Web. They have a double qualification. In the end, the
editorial projects developed by the faculties of journalism put together the students who are
expected to team up in a collaborative way. Indeed, emphasis is put on cooperation and
mediation, rather than on pure technical skills.
The contribution of media professionals in teaching is essential and this is a permanent
feature in the schools of journalism : they do represent a high percentage of the educational
staff, thus guaranteeing expertise and steady relationship with media companies.
The main constraint for schools is to keep up with technological change and the shifts in
media landscapes. Many institutions cannot invest in high-tech equipment. Competition is
heavy and the professionals who are hired do not necessarily have extended multi-media
skills. Besides, the technological choices are always very risky thus condemning the schools’
authorities to oscillate between blind conformity and anticipation.
Therefore, many interviewees express the feeling that they live in a world of
uncertainties. To conclude on a note of optimism, let us mention that heads of news desks or
of media group do not primarily privilege multi-skilling when they recruit graduates, but the
basics of journalism.
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III – Comments and recommendations
Dealing with integration.
What appears in the literature reviews and the interviews is that there is not a broad
consensus around the notion of integrated journalism. The expression covers a wide range of
synonyms and the terms that are usually quoted are multimedia, convergence, cross-platform
or polyvalence. This is obviously a very polysemic notion, sometimes used to talk about the
technical organization of the news desk, sometimes to define a multi skilled journalist.
Nevertheless, integration and multi-media are not quite new notions and, in the late
1970s, they were used in France to describe the process of integration of the Minitel into the
news desks of local papers and television11. Of course, everyone is aware that the process has
considerably speeded up with the development of digitalization, IT technologies and the
World Wide Web. In the schools of journalism, we notice two different ways to deal with
integration :
1A positivist approach of technological change. New tools are viewed as a real
opportunity for journalism studies and integration as a main trend in future journalistic
practices. In Spain, the educational issues related to integration are clearly a main concern for
team of researchers involved in ethnographic surveys of partially integrated news rooms as
well as developing innovating teaching methods.
Many schools of journalism are fully equipped with high-tech IT and audiovisual tools
which are used to experiment projects in relationship with local media. This technologyoriented attitude is claimed by the teaching staff and some researchers say how they are
fascinated by new media and techniques, like in Romania. Such fascination should
undoubtedly be analysed in a critical way by researchers in order to relocate technological
change within the professional journalistic practices and the socio-political or economic
environment
2A more pragmatic and sometimes critical position. Journalism always had to
cope with technological changes but the present acceleration puts together skills, writing
techniques and media that are so different in nature that total polyvalence is impossible.
When dealing with Integration, schools of journalism usually train students to the 4
media (Print, radio, television and the Web) but in the end, integration concerns the
association of one “traditional media“ and the Web, what some interviewees call “Bimedia“.
As pointed out in the French and Danish reports by teaching staff, researchers and heads
of news desks, it is impossible for any journalist to master all formats, methods and
technologies. The skills that are required to write for a paper and to produce a video report
belong to different jobs. Researchers are doubtful about total integration, also because one
never knows what media groups have in mind when they want more integration and
polyvalence. Indeed, what is presented as pure innovation with a positive impact on

Michel Mathien, Le système médiatique, le journal et son environnement, Paris, Hachette, 1989 ;
Bulletin de l’DATE n° 9, 182 et n°10, 1983
11
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journalistic practices may fulfil other implicit purposes linked to restructuring media
companies.
In the end, some journalists may consider that integration brings new opportunities
while others think it leads to bad working conditions and frustration with a strong feeling of
loss of qualification.
How to face uncertainty?
Technological innovation is a moving ground and so is the organisation of news desks
or platforms. This makes it difficult to make decisions about how to adjust academic curricula
to professional expectations. As far as journalism studies are concerned, what appears among
the teaching staff is permanent doubt in the educational options or orientations that raises
many questions :
• How to preserve a fair balance between the theoretical and ethical fundamentals and
on-the-job training or internships?
• What is the best way to train students so they can be directly operational when joining
a news desk?
• How can the schools cope with technological change? Between blind conformity and
anticipation, the margin is rather narrow.
• What is appropriate policy when dealing with investments in technical equipment?
Many schools do not have extensive budgets.
• How far can schools go into Integration and what kind of integration is it about?
Based on our surveys, we suggest some interesting options worth developing, some
being already explored in many schools of journalism :
• Teaming up : instead of trying to master all the different skills and tools of the
Integrated journalist, students should have a knowledge of the different media, be trained as
bi-media specialists and work in team with others around a common editorial project. More
than Integrated journalism, we can talk about cross-media journalism with a collaborative
approach.
• Relative importance of proficiency in technology, which is in no case the most
important journalistic skill. Heads of news desks expect graduate with a journalistic mind-set
and with a good background in general knowledge able to adjust to different platforms.
However, journalists with programming skills are appreciated. A good knowledge of the
social media is also praised.
The image of the journalist : between myth and the reality of present jobs.
Beyond the technological changes that affect – and always affected – journalistic
practices, what runs through the discourse held by teaching staff and to some extent by
students and media professionals is the ideal image of the journalist viewed as an independent
reporter, a key figure of democratic liberties, investigating on the ground and producing news
for the public.
This mythology does not really fit with the every-day life of the journalist whose job
consists in using ICTs to collect information: the rise of data journalism is a typical example
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of the trends presently at work . In the same way, a number of journalists also work as
community managers for web sites or as editor specialized in editing news. Beside, nowadays,
less journalists work full-time for traditional media, whether print or audiovisual desks; a
growing number of graduates is hired by press services in private or public institution,
associations, social networks or NGOs where their skills are highly praised and career
prospects better in terms of wages, working hours and job security.13 At last, the journalists
now have to compete with non-professionals, i. e. amateurs or ordinary citizens who produce
and broadcast news through social networks.
Hence the term of IT workers used by some French researchers who report this new
way to deal with news making and information collecting.
If most heads of journalism studies are aware of the changes that are occurring in the
profession, they are not too keen on communicating about the job prospects their student are
expected to meet. Some of the interviewees admitted the reluctance from schools to produce
figures on the job market. It looks as if they had interiorized the myth and then carry on
offering curricula based on the fundamentals of “traditional“ journalism training , just as if
their graduates were bound to work in media news desks. Of course, each profession has its
founding values. May be, as underlined by a Canadian researcher [Demers, 2007], that
whatever the changes affecting the job are – new technological routines, development of
social networks and platforms, decline of traditional media, rise of online media, -, the core
of journalistic activities remains the same when dealing with news making. Therefore, what is
presently happening should be viewed as a transition between the old traditional models based
on print, radio and television and new digital connected formulas.
Recommendations.
Following are some recommendations suggested by the data collected in the national
reports :
1-

2-

3-

Develop training for cross-media platforms and collaborative work. This can be
done thanks to common editorial projects whether in internal laboratory
newsroom settings or in collaboration with external media companies.
Collaboration should be fostered, students with different skills and media
backgrounds being put together.
Keep a fair balance between journalistic fundamentals, a good general
knowledge in social sciences, technological skills and practical on-the-job
training. More attention should be paid to new journalistic principles in the
light of technological change : for instance, what can be the consequences of
producing news or images with a smart phone?
Update professional charters on order to cope with new deontological stakes;
teaching staff and media professionals encourage students to use new tools

However, data journalists often view themselves as the heirs of the myth. Of course, they
changed grounds but are able to carry on long-term investigations and claim their concern for
thorough surveys of news events.
13 Cf Neveu, Coudurier, Groult. Spanish Report.
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4-

5-

6-

7-

8-

9-

10-

14

which often questions the fundamentals of journalism (Take picture during a
demonstration, …)
Develop systematic staff and students exchanges between European schools of
journalism, both in the academic field with common editorial projects and in
the field of research. Common seminar, or better Intensive Erasmus
Programmes are a good opportunity to share experiences and innovation
through workshops, theoretical or methodological seminars, communications
on research programmes, relationship with local media or social networks.
Some partners of the IJIE project are involved in a IP called News making and
journalistic practices in Europe which offers a common space facilitating
academic cooperation.14
Schools of journalism have always worked with media professionals and
companies. However, they should extend cooperation to non-media
professionals associated to non-profit organizations, NGOs, associations and
social networks. Through citizen journalism, participatory journalism, social
networks, news is also produced by ordinary citizens, political activists or
amateurs. The Arab springs or other recent social movements show that video
documents made by “non-professionals” circulated in the social networks but
were also broadcast on mainstream media as they were the only source of
information. This trend must therefore be taken into account by the schools of
journalism as it questions the way to train newsmakers. Surprisingly,
participatory journalism or the development of social networks are thoroughly
investigated by researchers but are not necessarily part of the teaching agenda.
Produce figures on jobs prospects, particularly for the graduates working
outside mainstream media. Journalism Studies’ faculties should pay more
attention to the new job market opportunities and list all the institutions hiring
journalists.
Future journalists should be given information about the new business models :
self-employment is a standard in today’s media industry and entrepreneurship
is an important value to develop one’s own activity.
Teaching code should be generalized so students have more autonomy.
Collaboration with IT students must be encouraged. Such wish was clearly
expressed by many schools.
Develop a general reflexion among the academic community on the use of
technological tools in relation with teams of researchers : this may contribute to
bringing steady markers in an ever-changing technological environment.
Promote an annual European conference of schools of journalism where staff,
journalists and researchers from different countries could meet, exchange and
debate about the issues related to the training of journalists in a digital
technological environment. In a fast changing landscape, a real question is to
know what you train students for : as super technicians able to produce and lay
out contents on different media or as journalists trained on the fundamentals of

See website of the IP : http://www.ip-culture-communication.univ-paris8.fr/
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11-

the job. Such conferences do exist at national level like the Assises du
Journalisme, gathering schools, journalists and researchers one a year in
France.
Research on the audience is rather neglected by the scientific community and
should be investigated : how the public use the news, consume it and perceive
it?
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ANNEX 2
Guidelines to conduct interviews.
- Group 1 : heads of schools of journalism
Today (or in a near future), media companies are led to simultaneously produce contents on very different
kinds of format or medium.
• Is it a question that already came up to you ? ; If so, which means did you develop for your students?
• How did you anticipate this change?
• What are your interactions with media professionals? (for example to innovate in your way of teaching)
• When dealing with multiformat digital production, is the theme/issue presented at such in your school, or does
it already appear in the curriculum? (Training, technical competences, field exercises, …)
• In a newsroom-type situation, do participants deal in terms of multiformat production or as separate issues; and
how do they cope with it?
• What are your students’ expectations ? Do they have a clear idea about the kind of journalism they want to
work for?
• What is the profile of the media professionals who work with you?

- Group 2 : Media professionals teaching in schools of journalism
Today (or in a near future), media companies are led to simultaneously produce contents on very different
kinds of format or medium.
• Which subject do you teach?
• Do you still work for a media company and what are your functions?
• How did you come to teach in a school of journalism?
• What are your representations about digital journalism (changes, teaching, technical environment, savoir-faire,
…)?
• Could you make a brief presentation of your newsroom and its work environment?
• How do they view the teaching orientations, particularly in relation with multiformat production? (Do you
share your experience with you colleagues or talk about teaching trends)
• How is technical innovation taken into account in the school?
• Do you think “multimedia journalism“ should be taught in schools of journalism?

- Group 3 : Researchers specialized in journalism Studies
Today, a number of research books and articles analyse what is called “Integrated Journalism“.
• What does that expression mean to you?
• Do you take it as a relevant notion to analyse new trends in news making?
• What is your feeling about “Integrated journalism? in the schools’ curricula?

- Group 4 : Heads of newsdesks
Today (or in a near future), media companies are led to simultaneously produce contents on
very different kinds of format or medium.
• Could you make a thorough presentation of your newsroom, its work environment and the major changes that
occurred?
• According to you, is multiformat production a real issue in your newsdesk? (Are there separate rooms to make
the news : print, web, …; is there someone involved in multiformat production)
• What are your representations about digital journalism (changes, teaching, technical environment, savoir-faire,
…)?
• On which criteria do you recruit new graduates in journalistic studies?
Which skills do you privilege?
• How do you assess the way schools of journalism train their students in relation with the changes in the job
(employment, salaries, use of technologies)? How could training in digital skills be improved in the schools of
journalism?

